These include cases diagnosed as lymphangiosarcoma and angiosarcoma. There is a close relationship between the two, and Evans (1966) has suggested that the term 'angiosarcoma' should be used for all malignant tumours of endothelium. Details of the 16 cases are given in Table I .
Opinions regarding these cases have ranged from general acceptance to wholesale rejection by Salm (1963) . In view of the wide differences of opinion the presentation of a further case and a review of the other cases seemed justified.
Case Report
The patient, a man aged 64, had suffered from an oedematous right leg since birth. Two months before admission the leg became heavier, more oedematous, painful, and ulcerated.
On examination the right leg was grossly oedematous, particularly below the knee, and there was a large ulcer on the outer aspect of the calf (Fig. 1) texture was abnormal up to the groin. In addition to the oedema and ulceration there were multiple nodular lesions of the skin and subcutaneous tissues from the foot to the knee. The patient was extensively investigated but no other lesion was demonstrable anywhere else in the body.
A hindquarter amputation was performed. Postoperatively the patient's general condition improved rapidly and on discharge he was reasonably active on crutches. He received postoperative supervoltage radiotherapy to the right inguinal and right paraortic areas. The patient is alive and well after two years.
Pathology
The operation specimen consisted of the right lower limb removed by hindquarter amputation. The appearances have been described above but, in addition, there were a number of enlarged external iliac lymph nodes.
Microscopy
Sections were stained with haematoxylin and eosin, van Gieson, Gomori's reticulin stain, Sheridan's elastic stain, and by Sudan black for fat.
Numerous well-defined channels lined by a single layer of endothelium were seen in many sections (Fig. 2 ). They were empty of blood. In many areas the endothelial cells were larger and more hyperchromatic and were clearly proliferating within the channels and within their reticulin sheaths (Figs. 3 and 4). In some fields the tumour assumed a more solid and clearly malignant appearance (Figs. 5 and 6). Some sections showed a fine honeycomb structure which appeared to be due to a sponge-work of channels of capillary size forming in the tumour tissue (Fig. 7) . Fat stains were negative. Two external iliac lymph nodes attached to the specimen showed metastatic deposits (Figs. 8 and 9 ). The appearances were those of a lymphangiosarcoma arising in a chronically oedematous limb.
Review of Previous Cases
Inadequate documentation is the main problem facing a reviewer of the literature. It is often im- Aird, Weinbren, and Walter (1956) and these, together with the photomicrographs shown in the paper, appear to confirm the diagnosis. Through the courtesy of Dr A. Stansfeld I have been able to examine the initial section of the case of Whittle (1959) . This was undoubtedly a vasoformative tumour and in no way suggested a carcinoma of the skin. The evidence in the other four cases, while not entirely conclusive, seems to justify their inclusion. The acceptable cases are shown in Table II. .@ Fig. 9 Reticulin pattern in a solid area of metastatic tumour. Gomori's reticulin stain x 86. possible for him to examine the actual slides on which the diagnosis was based and he is, therefore, dependent entirely upon the photomicrographs in the relevant papers. It is clearly the duty of an author to prove his case beyond reasonable doubt, and this is particularly important with rare entities such as lymphangiosarcoma which may be very closely imitated by metastatic carcinoma. In fact Salm (1963) rejected not only the cases of Stewart and Treves (1948) but also those accepted by Taswell et al (1962) in the most recent available review of the subject in English. It is necessary to reconsider the cases listed in Table I. The cases reported by Lowenstein (1906) , Nather (1921 ), Martorell (1951 ), Liszauer and Ross (1957 , and Vandaele and van Craeynest (1963) 
